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want of food. At this moment they espied a deer fast
asleep, and creeping up to it till they could almost touch
it, attempted to shoot it with a gun; but owing to a stupid
accident the gun went off before its holder could aim, and
did the deer no harm, so that it started up, darted into the
river, and swam across. They had now been eight days
absent from the last Indian village, with no more food
than two or three handfuls of dried maize and some berries,
They attempted to follow the track of a peccary, hoping
that it might bring them to some old plantation of bananas
or potatoes. The guess was a fortunate one. But what
was their amazement when they actually found themselves
back again in the Indian village from which they had
started! The natives were amazed to see them and began
to ask questions, but Lionel Wafer very conveniently fell
down in a swoon, which saved him all necessity of answer-
ing them. The Indians were touched with compassion,
and at once gave the wretched Englishmen food to
eat.

Most happily their return had coincided with that of
the guides who had gone off with the main party of
buccaneers, and had now returned, lauding the English
pirates for their generosity and kindness. So that every care
was taken of the Englishmen, who stayed in the village
seven days to get well and strong again. The Indians
were now only too eager to guide them to the Atlantic
coast in the hope of getting more presents from the buc-
caneers. Accordingly four lusty young men led them
again to the River Chiapo, which they once more crossed
by the same prostrate tree. Here they obtained a canoe
in which they paddled upstream till night, when all
the party lodged at an Indian house and were treated
in the best manner, and so continued their journey tifl